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TY His | 
Excellency the Lord-General ({R O M /} 
A FEW 


FRAECMEF OT AL 


Relating to Civil-Gove:nment, 


Humbly offered by Jou nRocGrns, an unworthy Servant of Chrift, 11d Preache: 
the Goſpel now at The. Apoſtks, Loxpo nx. 


RIGHT HONORABLE, 


wes Hileſt my /o»l is boyling over into earneft prayers to the oreat Zehovah for Wiſdom, Counſel, and Courage for you in this ex'pency of 
; imporrancezas the great Leliverer of his P-ople (through Gods grace ) ovtof the houſe of Egypt, 1 am vinted with that word in Exod, 
4 12: 42, 1t UM night to be much ob/erved unta the L157 4, for bringing them out of Eoypt * The 12 tht night of tne Lord ie be ob/erved 
or ohh of all 1h+ Children of Iſracl in ;betr Generations, Soths is the Day (732. April 20. 1653+) to bo much ebſerved {or in the Hebrew, 
Wo full of ob;exvations ) ard the rather, for that in the Revolution of times, the Changes will (un their round out, and chen the Lord will 
come tn reign. For as at firf, {jracl hal no Governony but God, andiext to him Generals,as Moſes, Jeſhna. &c. with their Officers, 


” » 
$ 1. 0 


CLARE ING 
2 Rp, &<h?, and after thar fuadges and $ynedr20ns or Parliaments over them ; ind tlen Kings; So now the £2427 is tO 20 back agaia from Kings 
to Parliam nts, from Parliaments to Generale, until we have Governors as at the begin, 1(3.1-26, and till Chriſt come. 

Bat wy Lord, my heartis full {with humble thankful-eis, and reſentment of the hopes yor have pur us all into, and to your Honor indeed ) Tam preſſedin 
ſpirit z and lo are wa::y others ( after a /0/e97n meeting of prayers wich hundreds of this City at Tho, Apeſties, Lindon, abort this Change, and to ſeck God 
for you) to preſert you with theſe following Propo/als, : | 

I. Prepoſ. }. That your Exce/lexcy do chooſe the M.n t!1at muſt govern this Commonwealth (beingrhar it is the Judgm-cnt of many faithful diſcerning Ainiſters,and 
others, tht you are called therernto of God.) So Aſſes did cheo/e able men to be Rulers n Exod. 18.2526. And they judged the People ar all ſealons, but 
the hard cauſes they brought tv Moles, So that Mefes give them their charges, to do righttouſly without reſp: of per ſo s,Derr.1.1 6,17. And Jeſpna the 
next General (wich's Oiticers | commanded the People, f ana 3 2. And the Lord ſaid to f+bua,(though in another caſe) chip.4 2.T ak: 10/4 1welve men our 
of the People, one of Ti I rioe, nerd ſaits the T-xt,v. rf{.14- Thar very day (that Feſpua did [) the Ln-a may "1 fi-- h:m 11 th: or of all [jracl,and they fea- 
red him,a; they feared Mojes before h:m. So it is upon our hearts ( Right Heno» able ) that God will make you hereby, Righ: Honorable indeed, in the ſight 
of alhs /rae/. Aﬀrcr this, Grdeen (the General of that little Army of th ee Bands, that c:itroyed the huge Hoſt of the Aiteanites ) was offred by the 

/ra'itcs the Government, ſud; 8.22. for he hid wonit, And Np vemiar, ch.7. 24 gave C-y miſſions out to men fea 1ng Ged,ro gever », And ſo all the Go- 
v:yners that ever were Victorious (in the Wo d) weree ther Rule-s themieives,or cle choſe to be fuch,o- elſe choſe ſuch ; wherefore we lay z25 Era 7.25, 
C41: athou,afrcr the wiſdom of thy Goa that 611 thine bad, ſet Mag ſtrates and [ages witch may | dre ell the People thay are beyond the River, all ſuch 
as hriow the Liws 0 thy Got, and teach thou them that know not, 

II. Prop. The ſecond Propoſal, As to number of Per/ons that thall Govern, 1 hamoly propoſe, eitler a Sy ver 112, Parliament or Denncel of ſeventy, or elſe one ef 2 

"Þ Cerntic, For that in the CommonWea/ts of [ſracl | which is our beſt pattern) they had 1hrec [or 15 of Crurts the Vpprr Comve (or $yredv1» ) which conſt- 
ſted of ſeventy «ble (f:: ) men, joyned with Mo/esNawb.1 116,17. And hs L x4 [01d ro Notes, Garber before me (or in my Naine) [evenry (Wort y ) me#2 
of 1h: El.ers of If.acl, whom thou knoweſt, to be the Elders end Officers ov:r them , For ] Wi! come down aut ralh, with thee, and I Will takes of the Sirit 
Which as upon thee, wid [ will par it port them, an1 they ſhall bear the burden of, he People with thee, This rnmber anſiyers to the {cventy, which at firft 
went into Egypt, Ger. 46.27. Exo.1,5.Dent.10.22. a d to the ſeveny Elders which wat np Aſfornt J$'ur, Ec04d.24. 1.9. Now it this fi ſt greac Se» 
r 4&7, they fare in form of an ha/f-cirele round ; lo that the Naſi, or Avbe:h-Din, Chick, & Father of tlie Houſc,iat as the Speaker in Parliament doth, to . 
2 ſee all before him. Tae ſecond ſort of Sywedyin wat called the Loawef Convyr, Sc. they wee upder a great Senare, and confiſted of three and twe' ty pryſons” 
who lat in the City gares,as Amor 5.5.which Chriſt implies, when he promiſes the Gates of deli{Conncels and ſt; engih ) ſhall not prevail againſt hu Church, 
hs So Den1.16. 19. And thethird Court confiſted bur of three Fudges in /mall Crrics. By: | 

| 2. Secondly, Or elſe chooſe one of a ( #»nry, repreſenting chat County, as one of a T-ibe dil repreſent the Tribe zin Norm ge And with you there ſhall 

; Aman of e very Tribe: and verſ. I &+ Theſe Were the renowned, 1, e famous for abilities an] qualifications, cailed to be Stare cen, 07 tO conſult rho 

; matters of State, Nurm.7.2. and 16.2. Bur if the preſent juncu:e of Aﬀairs requires 2 quicker diſpatch, thac in the nterim, twelve Worthics nay be choſen 
preſet Governers, Jolh.4-1,2. Num. 14- Devt.: 6+ 19, Ezra 7-15. like to Iſraels rwelye Judges, | 

TIT. Props. The third Prope/al, As to their Yralificarions : They mult be wen fearing Gog, Nebrm7 2 . Exod, 18. 21. lovers of Trath and Juſtice, Dont. rc 18; : 
hating bribes and coveconſneſs ( which corrupt Juſticez Dext.r6. 19. Ex04.28.21. wor reſpeHters of perſons, D<ut.1.17- and 16: 19. W:/* (thavgh wor polts 
rick) and V nderſtanding in the times and ſeaſons, D-«r.1. 13, Searching Gods Word, Dan, 1.4. and 9. 2. (As the Jews, Cachams, Wile-men or Mog ſtrats 
do at this day,) they muſt be able ative men, Exnd.1o.21. Gen. 47.6. 1 Chron26. 6. in the things of God ; and at all [eeſons read; to hear and elp the 
oppreſied, Exod.18.19,22. the Greek is, at every howy, (who were wont to lit from the dily (acrifice in the morninggtill the daily [acrifice tn the evening (ſo 
that rhey began andeided with Sacrifices every day:) And then they mult be E«/ers of che People, as Num. 11017. Exod. 18. 22. hence the word Rulers, 
( Nob ) is fo named, of /ifting -»p,or eaſing the burarns of the People; And they miſt govern as the Servants of Fc/w1 ( hriſt,tiz. 60.2, 10,17. Rev. 21, 24s 
B'it not as Lords over { brit, Rev.4.10,1 1. leſt the Nobles be 1ih- Oreb, Judg.7.25 . and Zeeb, and the Princes,as Zebah and Zalmunn:, that take the houſes 
of God (i.". Chriſts Government and furiſdittion over Churches and Conſciences ) into their poſſeſſion, P/a.83.11,12. Suchare (verſ.13.) ſer 3s a Wheel upon 
the r#»,till chey have r«u rh: mſelves all ro pieces ( ard this was openly declared would be the ruin of this Parliament, xt Thomas Apeſtles, Febr. 18. (unleſs 
God pr: v-nted) a day when Je and the X;-vy were engaged rogether all day long. Laſtly, T'cy muſt govern all fo: God (not too much for man) 2 { hre. 
I 9.6, T «k* heed what you as ? for Je govern not for wan, but for che LORD , Jaith Jehoſhaphar. O that ! they may be Moſesr's for meeknc/s ! and for 
their oft meeting and conferring With God on the Mount | Foſhnua's for courare | and Samnel's for wprigheneſs | and Davia's for Gods Favourites , and 
for figuring eur the coming of Chriſt 1 and Solomoy', for Wiſdom, and Workers for Gods latter Temple and Daniel's for difcerning the dayes we live ;n ! 
and Nehcemrah's for aftivity ard ab1lity,and 643/4ers-wp of the broken Walls of Feruſalem | and then ſhall they in their meaſure make good the Promiſe, of 
Judges as at the firſt,1f1.2.20. and then the work of the Lord ſhall go on in the hands of Zexub4abel wich ſhourings of grace, grace unto it. 

IV.Propoſ. The fourth Propoſal is, Thar thoſe who are righceous, and ſpirited for this Government, of the Worthis of the late Parliament (that are without uſt ea. 

ception) may be owned with bonor, That the righteous [u fer nor With the Wicked, | | 

V, Prope/ſ. The fifth Propo/al is, That the Rulers (after they be choſe ) be ſer ſo/emnly and publickly apart by prayers to God for their Wirk, and his Wiſdom, as 
they were wont to doin //rael, as Num. 11.16,17, Gather them before me, and I will rake of the Spirit which i upon thee,and pur it upon them ; ard ſay to 

the Peaple,Santtihe your ſelver, SO ERYA 9. 23 :4. $2 we faſted, and beſonght eur God for thi, ana he was intreated of 1 ; and then [ ſeparated rwelve of 
the Chief,fairs he. And although in the Commonnea!th of Iſrael they were wont when they ſer them apart for Governors , to pour out a Porn of oy/, grellc 
to lay 9» hands on each. Theſe C:remonies are now aboliſhed, and yer the ſigniſication of them remains, viz. That there be ſome evidence or other that the 
Lord hath 1.11 his hand on them, and hath pou red wr 4 55 horn of 071 upon twerr heads, unto their very hearts ; T mean his Unttion from on high,the holy Spi- 
rit endui: g them with ſan: fied gifts and avil1ries ſeparating and ſetting them apart for the work of this Government, by ſuch a meaſure of his oz! of grace, 
as ſuits w th the age vehercin we live (7. 4. abundartly more then in former ages. 

Theſe Five provolal ( Right honow ge , put 112 hrectice Wit? Gods bleſſing ) [hall ſerve as hve hnoers for th: Work,nd Will JÞov that the han of the Lord is wx ith us? 
whrefyre conſulc ith the $rins, Neut, 1,13 41nd ſend to all diſcerning ſpirited men for this Propotals. p | 

And Tbeſerch your Exceilenry to accept thoſe few ( at "rſt ) from a faith full Commonwealths man. one that longs for the day of the Lord Chrift, and that the Govern- 
mnt may be t tore-runner thereof. anl a Proparative therewito; theſe Propol.:1s are preſer ted V 2:4 the full ſails an o41lcs [ hope ) of the Hpirit, Seeing tho. ſands of 
2laved eyes are upon 0s, With hungry longings ft or ſuch «CGoverninent, «4s may be moſt intent tom ihe way 11 theſe three Nations for that day of Chriſts re1g n Th r121tcouſnes, 
That our mountains miy drop down with new wine,and our hills with milk, Joel 3. 13 and great be the day of exreel by this Government, 15 the foul-ſtrupling aud 
faith-aQing «nfained, and reſcIve1 praycrs of one Who eſtres nothing of your Excellency for himſ«!f, bvt to bs one of the meaneſt of 


| Your Seryants for Chriſt, and this Commonwealth, 
From my Study, Tho, Apoſtles 25 day of the ſecond Month Zitt. 1652. JOAN ROGERS, 


.- 


